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An Interview with our 
Headmistress – Mrs Annie Lee
Our hearts were pounding with nervousness when Mrs Lee 
entered the room and greeted us with a warm and bright 
smile. She was wearing a lavender dress and a snowy-white 
cardigan. Soon after Mrs Lee treated each of us to a green 
tea chocolate bar, we immediately calmed down and were 
much more relaxed. Without further ado, we proceeded 
with the interview.

We asked Mrs Lee a few questions such as what had 
inspired her and what her motto in life was. She told us that 
after she was appointed as headmistress, the first thing she 
did was praying to God. She received the message from 
God that He wanted the teachers and students in DGJS to be blessed. Mrs Lee strongly believes in serving God and loving 
those around her.

Spreading the love 
Mrs Lee used to be the Deputy Headmistress in the Senior School and taught English and Religious Studies before 
coming to the Junior School. She told us that she has always cherished the opportunities to interact with her students 
throughout the years. Now that she has become a headmistress, she feels blessed that she can meet with different kinds 
of people and share the message of God with them. In morning assemblies, Mrs Lee has taught us about the meaning 
behind the Lord’s Prayer and the fruit of the Holy Spirit through beautiful songs and interesting video clips. Occasionally, 
she would also tell us anecdotes about her endearing and mischievous cats, Willow, Pebble and Cappuccino, and 
through these stories, teach us about loving others.

When asked about how she treats the lower primary girls differently from the upper level girls, Mrs Lee explained that 
she adores the younger girls as they are cute and lovely. On the other hand, the upper primary girls are more mature 
and independent, so she usually talks about things that are more abstract, like our lives and our faith, unlike the 
straightforward things she tells the younger girls.

Furthermore, Mrs Lee pointed out that a DGJS student should possess several qualities – perseverance, compassion, 
integrity and confidence. Perseverance is crucial to being successful, as Mrs Lee noted, we have to accept our 
shortcomings and most importantly, learn to pick ourselves up from where we have failed. Besides perseverance, 
confidence is also very significant in a student’s life. “If we are not even brave enough to try, we will never know what we 
are capable of and how to improve,” Mrs Lee explained. “Apart from confidence,” she continued, “a student should learn 
how to step into other people’s shoes and be considerate towards one another.” Compassion also plays an important 
role in a student’s life. Lastly, Mrs Lee emphasised that a good student should always be honest, so that their peers and 
teachers can depend and rely on them.

Striking a balance 
Finally, we asked Mrs Lee for advice on how we should cope with our academic studies and extra-curricular activities. 
Amid our tiring and stressful exams and tests, she encouraged us to relax and enjoy life to the fullest. Mrs Lee added that 
relaxation comes from taking part in different activities. There are two different kinds of leisure, passive leisure (such 
as being a couch potato) and active leisure (spending time on our hobbies such as drawing, writing, running etc.). She 
stated that when we engage in something that interests and stimulates us, it is often hard to tell the difference between 
working and playing, such as rehearsing with the orchestra, preparing for debate matches, or even taking part in sports 

training. Thus, we should learn to “work hard and 
play hard” so as to maintain a balance between our 
many priorities in life.

Through this interview, not only did we learn more 
about Mrs Lee, but we also gained a lot of insight 
about life. We are really fortunate to have such 
a passionate and faithful headmistress, and we 
believe that she will continue to lead the school to 
a brighter future.

An Interview with our 
Headmistress – Mrs Annie Lee
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USA Exchange ProgrammeUSA Exchange Programme

The USA exchange programme with Chandler School was surely 
a once-in–a-lifetime experience for us and our families. Chandler 
School is an independent school in Pasadena, California. On 
24th February, Mr. John Finch, headmaster of Chandler School, 
Mr. Trevor Spicer and Ms Katherine, came to Hong Kong along 
with our buddies, Eliza, Clara, Sienna, Chelsea, Kyra, Rojan. Six 
boys from their school were hosted by students at Diocesan 
Boys’ School Primary Division (DBSPD). The USA buddies stayed 
in Hong Kong for ten days. As ambassadors of Hong Kong, we 
welcomed them into our homes and brought them to famous 
landmarks and streets in the city.

On our buddy’s first weekend in Hong Kong, we visited the Peak. We did some shopping and enjoyed the magnificent 
harbour view. Next, we went to a restaurant to have dim sum. It was a good chance to teach our buddies how to use 
chopsticks. They all had fun learning how to use them but their food kept falling from their chopsticks! After our delicious 
lunch, we went to the Hong Kong Science Museum to play with all the scientific contraptions, gears, machinery… There 
were so many things to try out! When our buddies saw the gift shop nearby, they all rushed to buy souvenirs. They 
really had a love for shopping! Then, we went to a bookstore to enjoy even more shopping to pass the time. Since the 
bookstore was so gigantic, we quickly lost our buddies! When we finally found them, they were each holding huge bags 
stuffed with all the items that they had bought. After a long, hungry wait for our dinner at Peking Garden, we finally had 
the chance to taste the famous and tasty Peking duck. Mrs Annie Lee, Mrs Brenda Lam, Mrs Sherlynn Wong, our PTA 
Chairman and Ms Lo, principal of DBSPD also joined us at dinner to welcome our guests. We finished dinner late at night 
and with jetlag kicking in, we all returned to our respective homes to rest.

When we brought our buddies to school, all our classmates were very excited to 
know them. We attended all kinds of lessons together –some buddies even had 
to complete an English test, while some did Dictation and Math tests. At the end 
of the week, each pair of buddies did a presentation on what we learnt in the 
past few days in front of the whole class during English lesson. Outside of lesson 
time, the USA and Hong Kong buddies would gather to chat; sometimes, other 
classmates would join us. The USA buddies taught the students at DGJS to play a 
game called “Big Booty”. It is really a fun game and we all love it. In exchange, the 
Hong Kong students taught them to play other games such as “Fish and Shark”.

We also had loads of fun at home. We played cards and board games, did calligraphy and read together. For ten days, 
it was like having a massive slumber party, and the house was always filled with boisterous and infectious laughter. 
Late at night, if we could not sleep, we would chatter until we were on the brink of falling asleep, then we would slowly 
drift off into our individual, peaceful dreams. On weekends, some of us visited the outlying islands, and others visited 
amusement parks like Ocean Park or Disneyland as well as went sightseeing around the city. Most importantly, our USA 
buddies became “addicted” to buying stationery. It was fascinating to see them get so excited about multi-coloured 
pens, something we often take for granted.

After a full school week, we spent our last full day with DBSPD for another local tour. 
Our tour began in Tai O, the famous fisherman’s village. Everyone was awestruck by 
the breathless view of the sea and mountains and we went ecstatic when we spotted 
the endangered, one-of-a-kind Chinese white dolphin. Of course, what is a day without 
a scrumptious, mouth-watering seafood lunch? At the History Museum, we were 
enthralled by the exhibition of old Hong Kong toys and learnt a lot about the history 
and culture of Hong Kong. The day went by in a flash, and the farewell dinner awaited 
us. The heart-breaking, melancholy lingering in the air made us all hug each other 
goodbye even before the dinner started. After a long tiring day, we went back home 
hoping that the next day when our buddies depart would never come.

After a tearful goodbye with our buddies at the airport, the first half of the USA Exchange Programme came to an end. 
In the past ten days, we learnt that although we grew up in different parts of the world, we were very similar. As long as 
we respect each other’s cultural differences, two people brought up very differently could become great friends. The US 
Exchange Programme also built up our sense of responsibility because we had to take care of our buddies at home and 
at school. Our US buddies were astonished by how speedy our pace of life was compared to their relaxing lives. However, 
out of our busy routine, we showed them a lot of the magnificent places in Hong Kong. We had loads of fun during 
the whole trip and we became very close friends. We can’t wait to meet our buddies and families again in the USA this 
summer!

Written by Jamie See, Abby So, Audrey Tong, Crystal Wong, Astrid Miu and Claire Wai
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Two Staff Development Days were held in the Junior School in late January and early 
February. On the first professional development day, teachers had a full day of activities 
related to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). Dr. Jimmy Wong 
ran a workshop in the morning with his team of instructors. He first explained in detail the 
rationale and learning cycle of STEM education. After that, he talked about the SCAMPER 
method of creative thinking, which stands for Substitute, Combine, Adapt, Modify, Put to 
other purposes, Eliminate and Rearrange. He also showcased relevant inventions created by 
primary school students who employed the method. Teachers were amazed by the students’ 
creativity and thoughtfulness in coming up with clever ways to solve real life problems. 
Some of the inventions have even been patented!

Dr. Wong then engaged teachers in a hands-on activity. Teachers worked in small groups 
and made water rockets together. They then launched their water rockets and observed 
what kinds of water rockets could travel the longest horizontal distance.

Having experienced STEM education from the students’ point of view, the IT Department 
took over in the afternoon to train teachers on coding. Teachers had a chance to try out 
various coding applications and sensors. It was an inspiring day for all and teachers were 
happy to have the opportunity to learn about coding and experience STEM education. The 
School will continue to enrich students’ learning with STEM activities and provide teachers 
with different opportunities for professional development.

On 6th February 2017, DGJS teachers had the invaluable opportunity to hear from well-respected experts in the field of education from 
the University of Hong Kong – Dr Amy B M Tsui, Chair Professor of the Division of English Language Education, and her colleague Ms 
Suzi Nicholson. The esteemed speakers shared their research and findings on English language learning in the primary classroom, and 
inspired teachers to prepare students for writing tasks in creative ways, and to reflect on lesson objectives, the cognitive demands placed 
on students, and teacher-student dialogue to engage the class in “exploratory talk”. The Senior School teachers also benefited from Dr 
Tsui’s and Ms Nicholson’s sharing at their Staff Development Day.

Staff Development Day WorkshopsStaff Development Day Workshops

Dr. Jimmy Wong engaging teachers in a hands-on activity

Mrs Lee and the speakers from HKU
Dr Amy B M Tsui

Ms Suzi Nicholson

Teachers collaborate to create their own 

water rockets

Having fun at the coding workshop

The water rocket is ready to be launched! 
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Hong Kong Schools Music Festival Results 
The school’s participation in the 69th Hong Kong Schools Music Festival brought fruitful results this year. We 
are delighted that both our Symphony Orchestra and String Orchestra captured First place for the first time. The 
Intermediate Choir and Senior Choir were awarded the Best Primary School Intermediate Choir and the Best Primary 
School Senior Choir in the Hong Kong Region and the Kowloon Region. Additionally, the Intermediate Choir was also 
awarded the Most Outstanding Primary School Choir of the Year in the Hong Kong Region and the Kowloon Region. We 
are so grateful to our Music teachers, band and orchestra conductors for their dedication and guidance.

STEM Activities
A plethora of STEM activities were held throughout the year for the Primary 3 to 6 girls. Here are some snapshots from 
their exhilarating workshops and experiments!

The Primary 3 girls devised solar-powered row boats to learn about 
how renewable energy works.

To learn about electricity, the Primary 5 girls experimented with a 
circuit to create a maze of their own.

The Primary 4 girls learnt about sound units through the African 
thumb piano.

In the astronomy unit of the course, the Primary 6 girls created 
and launched their water rockets in the basketball court.


